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Bright connections
“This nifty light bulb illuminates 

those dark corners with both 
Wi-Fi and light!Text: Adam Duxbury

f.y.i.

Winq rounds up the latest and greatest developments in the business world – the people, the products and the 
places that every gay professional needs to know about...

{BUSINESS} BRIEFCASE

LET THERE BE LIGHT (AND WI-FI)

BANKING ON DIVERSITY
BNP Paribas UK, the British section of the French 
bank and fi nancial services group, will be 
prioritising diversity and inclusion (D&I) this 
autumn, as it dedicates a week in October to 
moving LGBT issues from awareness to action 
amongst its 7,500 staff. This year’s D&I week 
starts on 5th October and will focus on gender, 
nationality and LGBT employees, with over 
70 unique events taking place across their six 
employee networks. Highlights include personal 
stories from Gareth Thomas and Graham Le Soux, 
aspirational talks by Lenny Henry on black, Asian 
and ethnic minority issues and the launch of a new 
Diversity Champions programme with rugby 
legend Ben Cohen. BNP Paribas already ranks in 
the top three global employers, according to the 
Global Workplace Guide, and now it’s aiming to 
be a Stonewall Top 100 Employer in all of its UK 
businesses by 2017 – with their latest D&I week it 
looks like they’re well on their way. 

w w w . b n p p a r i b a s . c o . u k

What: Steal the Show
Who: Michael Port, published by 
Houghton Miffl in Harcourt
How much: $27

If you’ve ever had that feeling of dread 
as you prepare to give a presentation, or 
if getting tongue-tied in an interview or 
losing your audience’s interest during a 
wedding speech sound familiar, then this 
new book might be for you. Michael Port 
is a man of many talents; he’s the New York 
Times bestselling author of six previous 
books and he’s also been a successful 
professional actor, guest-starring on 
shows like Sex and the City and Law & 
Order. The acting part comes into play 
in his latest book, Steal the Show, as Port 
shows you how to apply the craft to all the 
performance situations in your life. The 
book is broken up into three practical 
sections: the fi rst deals with fi nding your 
individual voice, the second is all about 
playing the right role, being authentic and 
adaptable and conducting yourself with 
purpose, and the third covers all the how-
tos and what-not-to-dos of speeches and 
public presentations. Essential reading 
for everyone from wallfl owers who need a 
boost, to professional speakers seeking to 
step up their game.

w w w . s t e a l t h e s h o w . c o m

What:Sengled Boost Wi-fi  Bud
Where: www.sengled.com
How much: €49.90

Sometimes even the most powerful 
Wi-Fi struggles to pass through thick 
walls or cover larger buildings, causing 
those annoying ‘dead spots’ that can kill 
productivity for anyone trying to work 
from home or anywhere with
a weak signal. 
Step in this nifty 
light bulb that 
illuminates those 
dark corners with 
both Wi-Fi and 
light! Screw into 
a regular light 
socket and it will 
amplify your 
current signal. 
Add a few around 
a large room or 
house to create 
a big boost. The 
accompanying 
smartphone app 
even lets you dim 
the light – eureka!

POCKET WOCKET
What: Wocket
Where: www.wocketwallet.com
How much: $179

If you fi nd your wallet becoming 
increasingly stuffed with various credit, 
debit, membership and company cards, 
try this nifty wallet which protects all your 
cards in an electronic vault, encrypted 
with biometric technology. There’s no 
need to carry them with you, just swipe 
all your cards directly into Wocket and 
when you need to pay for something, 
access the gym etc, you select that card 
using the touchscreen and the details will 
be immediately available on the wallet’s 
master card. Simple, secure, unhackable 
and ingenious.
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